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“Sharing the love and
blessing of God with all.”

Heading into the warmest months of this most unusual year, my mind recently was drawn to
Olaf, the newly created snowman who comes to life (ala Frosty) in the Disney movie “Frozen.”
As Olaf wanders around the wintry Scandinavian landscape with his new friends, he dreams of
the warm and sunny days in this time called “summer” that he’s heard about. “I’m guessing you
don’t have much experience with heat,” one of his new human friends says. Olaf replies: “Nope!”
And then he breaks into song, as tends to happen in Disney movies. He dreams of holding a cold drink and
getting a tan while lying on the beach. “When life gets rough, I like to hold on to my dream,” he sings, “of relaxing
in the summer sun, just lettin’ off steam. Oh the sky would be blue, and you guys will be there, too, when I finally
do what frozen things do in summer.”
They consider telling him what actually happens to frozen things in summer, but they decide to let him hold on
to his dream for a while.
What do we do when the things we dream about doing could actually be harmful to us? During these past few
months of pandemic shutdown, many of us have been chomping at the bit to get back to some semblance of normalcy. We want to be able to go out and eat at a restaurant, or hug our friends, or take that trip we were planning, or get a haircut, or, for many of us, to gather back at church worshipping and fellowshipping together.
In some places around our country, those dreams and desires have boiled over into unfortunate and sometimes dangerous situations: people continuing to gather in large crowds, armed protesters storming state capitol
buildings, store employees victimized by verbal abuse and even violence, and a few pastors who insist that God
demands them to meet together in worship no matter what.
Brethren have long had mutuality and community as core values of their faith as they follow Christ, believing
that everything we do should be done with an understanding of the bigger picture. We balance our needs with
those of the wider community, and especially the most vulnerable. Sometimes we don’t get everything we want
because it would come at someone else’s expense.
So as we enter this time of “re-opening” our state and country, we will be proceeding cautiously. Starting with
an outdoor worship on Pentecost, we’re going to be taking small steps with appropriate precautions to keep one
another as safe as possible—especially since our demographic makeup means we have many members at
higher risk.
When we do gather, please respect one another by keeping an appropriate distance and substituting waves
and smiles for hugs and handshakes. Wear a mask if possible. Be ready for some services without group singing
for a while, and a delay in starting up some of the other activities of the church. It will be different, but that’s OK.
Paul says in Romans that “the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness,” stepping in when we don’t know the words
to pray. I’m confident that the Holy Spirit will fill any strange or empty spaces in this time, too. Maybe it will even
spark some new dreams.
Blessings to each of you in these summer months, as we warm up to new ways of being together.

—Pastor Walt
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Please pray especially for the following individuals and their families: for those who have
contracted COVID-19, for health care workers,
and for government and civic leaders who are
seeking the best way forward, our District Executive, Gene Hagenberger, Barbara Saulsbury’s and
Wanda Baynard’s Aunt Recie; Judy Haddaway,
Lee Willis, Kathy Spurry, for Camp Mardela and
camp manager “Chief” Gieta Gresh, Lillian Sefcik,
Ginger Brady, Beth Lockwood, Jean & Don Saballus, Richard Scott, Billy Harding, Chuck Davis, Annabel Young, Larry Fike, Childlene Brooks, Alan
Segar, Bruce Butler, Virginia Watson, Brent
Spurry, Pat Saathoff, Pat Lewis, Ellen Walbridge,
Lee Roesti, Norman Harding, Gene & Betty Lednum, GraceWay CoB, Nancy Scheffler, Roger
Plagge, JK Rider, John Nalley, Bobby Hopkins,
Kurt Kline, Dee Candel, Mary Ann Kiser, Doug Edsall, Lois Schall, Natalee Jones, Jeff Wright, continuous prayers for our church
family in Nigeria, continued
prayers for Comfort Amos, Barbara Taylor, Audrey Geib, Leo
Truban, Emerson Fike, Katelyn
Howard, Christine & Kenny Fike.
Pray for leaders & people that are working towards peace. Please phone the church to add or
remove persons on our prayer list.

June 7
Graduate Recognition Sunday
"To Boldly Go"
Gen. 1:1-5, 2 Cor. 13:11-13
June 14
"Forever"
Rom. 5:1-8, Psalm 100, Exodus 19:2-8a
June 21
"For the Birds"
Matt. 10:27-33, Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17
June 28
"Welcome"
Matt. 10:40-42, Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
July 5
"Blossoming Hope"
Matt. 11:27-30, Song of Solomon 2:8-13
July 12
Guest speaker
July 19
Guest speaker

Leadership Team Meeting

July 26
"Sacred Similes"
Matt. 13:31-33, 44-52; Psalm 128

The next Leadership Team meeting
will be June 8 at 1:00 p.m. We will
meet in the Fellowship Hall. Please
wear a mask and be mindful of social
distancing. Thank you!
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Annual Conference News
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Ann Reed
Nancy Quidas, Holly Mattox
Dulcy Walbridge, Cami Lyons
Gene Walbridge, Monica Oberkofler
Benjamin Gunn, Sean Jacobs
Beth Mattox
Anna Harvey, Leroy Miller, Beckett Ward
Mark Sanger, Timmy Lohr
Craig Foxx
Sara Urry
Debbie Russ, Elise Pittrizzi
Robert Clark, Jr., Mark Lednum
Sally Lohr
Sue Russ, Savannah Miles, Debbie Urry
Jeff Lohr
Noah Lohr
Larry Fike
Julie Reynolds, J.C. Russ, Naomi Willey
Sierra Correa
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Josh & Morgan Kilmon
Eric & Patricia Harvey
Dennis & Sally Lohr
Jeff & Lisa Lohr
Jamie & Christa Crannell
Jim & Loretta Lohr
Phil & Joy Marshall
Todd & Darlena Roesti-Butler
Eric & Jody Gunn
Randy & Amy Bachand
Ed & Liz Wildasin

14
15
23

The Annual Conference Office is preparing to offer full
refunds of registration and all other fees paid by those who
already had registered for Annual Conference this year.
Refund information, and an option to donate, will be sent by
email. The host facilities in Grand Rapids agreed to waive
over a half million dollars in cancellation penalties if Annual
Conference would return to Grand Rapids in the next open
year, which will be July 3-7, 2024.
Program and Arrangements Committee is working on
plans for one or two online gatherings as a denomination
during the week of July 1-5 when Annual Conference would
have been held, although no business will be conducted.
More information will be available in the coming weeks.

Annual Conference, Virtual Style
The Annual Conference Program and Arrangements
Committee has announced plans for several denominational virtual events July 1-2, in lieu of the in-person Annual
Conference that had been scheduled to take place in Grand
Rapids that week but has since been cancelled. A virtual
denominational children's worship Time, at 7:30 p.m., and
worship gathering, at 8 p.m., will be held July 1. A virtual
denominational concert will take place the following evening, July 2, at 8 p.m. Watch for further details.

Virtual Choir
Church of the Brethren Annual Conference moderator
Paul Mundey has announced plans for a denominational
virtual choir. A webpage will be available soon, with resources that will allow people from across the church to add
their voice to a mass Church of the Brethren choir. Three
hymns are projected to be a part of the overall project:
“Blessed Assurance,” “I See a New World Coming,” and
“Move in Our Midst.” Assisting Mundey with this project are
moderator-elect David Sollenberger and Enten Eller, who
coordinated the recent live streamed love feast that was
sponsored by the Office of Ministry.

***********************************************************

NEW MEMBER SUNDAY
RESCHEDULED!!
For anyone who is not a member of our congregation but would have interest in officially joining, we
will be rescheduling this sometime late spring or
early summer. Membership is a way to connect at
a deeper level with the faith community, sharing in
its service and ministry. If you would like to become
a member, please contact Pastor Walt asap.
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Dear Friends of Camp Mardela:
The Camp Mardela board this week made a decision it hoped never to have to make. Following a recommendation from camp administrator Gieta Gresh—who has been diligently following the guidance from the state, the Centers for Disease Control, the American Camping Association, and the Church of the Brethren Outdoor Ministries Association—all summer programs
at the camp this year have been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
While this programming is at the heart of Camp Mardela’s ministry, the health and safety of
our campers and staff are always of foremost importance, and especially now. If we are going
to err, we want to err on the side of caution. Additionally, the state guidelines would have
placed significant limitations on the activities and structure of camp, to the point that camp
would bear little resemblance to what we usually offer. Creating sacred community is a key
part of camp, and we would not have been able to do that under these conditions.
We look forward to a time when we can resume programming, and we hope that you or children and youth you know will be part of that in the future. Events in August and later remain
on at this point, but that is subject to change. Please watch the camp website and other communications for updates as they become available.
During this unexpected quiet season at the camp we will still have volunteers come individually or in small groups to work—with appropriate distancing—on projects that will enhance
the camp for the future. Individuals and families who obtain prior permission from the camp
administrator may also be permitted to use the hiking trails and some other features at camp.
We are grateful for your support of Camp Mardela in the past, and we look forward to your ongoing involvement and support. Please continue to be in prayer for the camp and its staff and
for our larger community as we find our way through this. Even in difficult times, we remain
mindful of all the ways God continues to work among us.
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2020 Graduates
Graduation Sunday is scheduled for June 7. We hope you and your families
will join us for a celebration during our morning worship. Our graduates this
year are:
Gabe Fluharty graduated on May 13 from St. Michaels High School.
Brennen Lyons graduated on May 12 from Easton High School. He will continue working with his dad
at Lyons & Connolly Builders.
Olivia Miles graduated on May 12 from Easton High. Olivia plans to attend Salisbury University in the
fall for nursing.
Trinity Turnage graduated on May 13 from Easton High School. She will begin at Chesapeake College
in the fall with an interest in Veterinary Science.
Logan Allen graduated on May 15 through the WVU virtual graduation with BS degree in marketing with
an emphasis in digital marketing and a minor in psychology. His plan is to work at iFrog Digital Marketing in Easton, were he has interned for 2 years.
Brynn Dayton graduated with a Bachelor degree in Health Behavior Science from University of Delaware.
Amelia Gunn graduated on May 2 through a virtual graduation from Bridgewater College, with a Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Studies. She will be receiving a teaching license for the state of Virginia and will be
certified to teach pre k-through 6 grade. Her plan now is to enter BVS in the fall, but not sure where she
will be placed at this time.
Tara Haddaway graduated with a degree in psychology and a minor in history. Tara will attend Towson
University in the fall to study for her masters to become a school psychologist. Tara’s graduation ceremony has been postponed until December, 2020.
James Young graduated on May 24 from Vassar College with a double major in English and Religion.
Marlee Fox graduated on May 22 through a virtual graduation from George Mason University with a
MSN degree in nurse education. She is currently working at Sibley Memorial Hospital/Johns Hopkins in
Washington DC.

Congratulations to everyone!!! We are so proud of you!!!
“The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their
dreams.”
- Eleanor Roosevelt
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Bob Musch has had his creative gears turning and created the following "treasure hunt" for our church. How many of his clues can
you solve using the tools available to you? Turn in your answers
to the church office by July 31. There will be a prize for the person
who has the most correct answers. In the event of a tie, the tiebreaker will go to the one that was submitted first. Good luck!
EASTON CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN TREASURE HUNT
1. What color is Pastor Walt’s car? Extra credit: What make car?
2. If there was a fire in the church, where would you find a fire extinguisher?
3. Are there any angels in the church?
4. What page in the hymnal has “Onward Christian Soldiers?”
5. Who painted pictures in the library and fellowship hall?
6. Where is the church electric meter?
7. Where are the Ten Commandments represented?
8. What page in the hymnal has Alexander Mack’s only hymn?
9. How many parking spots are on the church lot?
10. What is the significance of 1874-1902?
11. I am Philippians 4:8, who painted me?
12. Where could you find a fly swatter in the church?
13. Look for Matthew 6:10 and tell me where I am.
14. Who taught Sunday School in the early 30’ s?
15. If 8 people could be seated in each pew in the balcony, how many people can
be seated in the balcony total?
16. What is the mailing address and telephone number of Camp Mardela?
17. What is the street address of the Easton Church of the Brethren?
18. When was the Easton Church of the Brethren dedicated?
19. Who attended the Christmas Eve service and was taller than Pastor Walt?
20. Where would you go to find the bell choir bells?
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2020 May Offerings
Attendance
5/3/20
Distributions
General (06)
Envelopes
Loose Change/
Cash
Tithes
06 Income
Building Use
Safe Harbor
Dutchmans
Lane Rent
Harrison St.
Rent
Subtotal of Income
Totals
Special Offerings (07)
Deacon Fund
Music Fund
Round Top
Totals
Totals

5/10/20

5/17/20

5/24/20

0
Totals

5/31/20

2,345.00

3,840.00

3,095.00

1,170.00

0.00
2,345.00

0.00
3,840.00

0.00
3,095.00

0.00
1,170.00

10,450.00
0.00
0.00

30.00

0.00
2,345.00

30.00
3,870.00

30.00
1,155.00

1,155.00

1,155.00

1,155.00

2,310.00
5,405.00

0.00
1,170.00

0.00
0.00

2,340.00
12,790.00

0.00
0.00

2,400.00
500.00
300.00
3,200.00
15,990.00

2,400.00
500.00
300.00
300.00
2,645.00

2,400.00
6,270.00

0.00
10,450.00

0.00
5,405.00

500.00
1,670.00

Father’s Day — more than a day
June 21, 2020
Father’s Day was first observed in
America in 1910. In 1923 the third
Sunday of June was set as the official
day, and in 1924 President Coolidge
recommended its national observance. Today it has a
fixed place in the calendar of special days in our country.
But devotion to and pride in fathers does not need to
wait for official approval. As long as there have been
families, love and respect for fathers has existed.
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JUNE 20, 2020

Talbot Interfaith Shelter
The 2020 volunteer list is available for sign-up. Please take the time and look to see where you can spare a few
hours of your time every other month. Any questions, please contact Norma Trax. Our next date is July 19,
2020. (We will keep you updated should COVID-19 restrictions change in allowing volunteers to come to
the shelter. )

Ridgeway House Lunches
The 1st & 3rd Fridays of each month. For months that have five Fridays, lunches will be provided on the 1st, 3rd,
and 5th Friday. Contact Loretta Lohr (410-822-3094). Monetary and food donations (drink boxes, individual fruit
cups, small bags of chips and cookies) are always welcome.

NSC Food Pantry
Let’s not forget that food prices keep going up! When we pay attention to our local, national and international
food needs, we are reminded that people suffer from food insecurity all around. If we do not share of our bounty,
others go hungry. Let us give, so others may live. Any non-perishable food items with good “best if used by”
dates are accepted. Consider bringing in your non-perishable items when church re-opens.

Interested in Serving as Worship Leader or doing the Children's Time?
We're always looking for new people to share their gifts! It doesn't take a lot of time--just a bit of preparation
and a willingness to serve. If you would like to join this team of volunteers or want more information, please
contact the church office or Pastor Walt.

The volunteer opportunities listed below are currently closed due to
COVID-19. Please keep these opportunities in mind when things re-open.

Neighborhood Service Center
Please contact Marilyn Neal, if you are interested in volunteering at the center. Their phone number is 410-8225015.

Dixon House Senior Living Center
The Dixon House located at 108 N. Higgins in Easton is seeking volunteers interested in helping out occasionally with crafts projects for the residents. All supplies are provided. If you would like to help, please
contact Pastor Walt or the church office, or you can contact activities director Shelly Laroque directly at
410-822-6661.
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