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All good things must come to an end, they say. The four-plus years I’ve spent with this congregation 

have indeed been a very good thing for me, and I hope they have for most of you, as 

well. But with this—my 46th “Pastor’s Page” article, by my count—my time here 

winds to a close. My last Sunday in the pulpit is Jan. 2, and I’ll be wrapping up things 

in Easton that following week.  

    It’s always hard to know how to do those endings well. We like to wrap things up 

with a neat bow and have good closure, but it’s seldom that easy. One article I’ve hung on to for quite a 

few years (by columnist Jim Shahin) put it this way:  

    “In college journalism textbooks, they devote a lot of space to the lead paragraph—how to begin a 

piece, what techniques to use to grab the reader and pull (them) into the article. What they don’t much 

talk about it how to end the darn thing. Maybe that is because, despite the outlines, the drafts, and the 

plans we make for our stories, the ending is rarely fully known.” 

    That’s true in writing, and in life. A year ago, I never would have expected that this change in my path 

would be occurring now. The call and the challenge of this new responsibility is exciting, but leaving is 

also hard. I don’t like to see my time here end, even though I know that new beginnings usually require 

endings. It’s just the way things work. “To make an end is to make a beginning,” as T.S. Eliot wrote.  

    So perhaps let me end by saying thank you. Thank you for: 

    • the way you care for one another and seem to (usually!) enjoy being with one another  

    • putting up my puns, goofy ideas, and inability to eat crab 

    • your willingness to share your gifts in worship and in the various ministries of the church: in worship, 

music leading, and more 

    • those in the congregation who have a passion for teaching and do that well 

    • the generosity and kindness you’ve shown me during my tenure, from gifts in my office and at my 

door to meals together and fixing things when needed 

    • your attentiveness to Camp Mardela, the district, and various community ministries 

    And let me also add a few challenges: 

    • Keep getting to know your neighborhood. Make connections. 

    • Be bold. Set a vision and live it out.  

    • Pray about things, but be open to the possibility that “some day” could be now. 

    I can’t say there haven’t ever been occasional difficult moments in my time here, but on the whole I 

have enjoyed it thoroughly. I’m glad that God called me here, and I know that the Spirit I’ve felt here will 

continue to lead you forward into good new adventures in your own new beginning. Blessings for the 

journey.              —Pastor Walt  
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JANUARY 2022 
 

Jan. 2: New Year's Sunday 
“10-9-8-7 …” 
Isaiah 6:1-8, Jer. 29:10-14, Rev. 1:4b-8  
 
 
 
 
January 2  Cheryl Dayton 
January 9  Ellen Wile 
January 16  Amy Bachand 
January 23  Logan Allen 
January 30  Amy Bachand/Lynn Butler  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Be of good cheer 

Near the end of every January, stories 
circulate about “Blue Monday,” suppos-
edly the year’s most depressing day. Fac-
tors include broken New Year’s resolu-
tions, Christmas debts and cold weather. 
But this phenomenon actually originated 
as a PR gimmick. U.K. marketers in-
vented Blue Monday as “the best day to 
book a summer holiday,” and a psycholo-
gist they enlisted to help later admitted 
the saddest-seeming day became a self-
fulfilling prophecy. 

January may lack the excitement of De-
cember, but it doesn’t have to be a let-
down. Christmas is over, but Jesus isn’t! 
No matter the season of the year or our 
season of life, Christians always have rea-
son for joy: God’s prom-
ises of forgiveness and 
eternal victory. As Jesus 
says in John 16:33, “In 
the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 
overcome the world” (KJV). 

 

2022 Church Offerings 
 

The deadline for your 2021 offer-

ing is January 9, 2022.  Any 

questions, please contact Judy 

Musch, financial secretary!  

Thank you!   

Biblical resolutions 

Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14) 
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25) 
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18) 
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10) 
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 
 

Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10) 
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5) 
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58) 
 

Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6) 
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7) 
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1) 
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16) 
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Please pray especially for the following indi-
viduals and their families:  for those who have 
contracted COVID-19, for health care workers, and 
for government and civic leaders who are seeking 
the best way forward, for our District Executive, 
Gene Hagenberger, for all those who have been 
affected economically, for Camp Mardela and ad-
ministrator Jennifer Summy, the family of our be-
loved fur baby Sarah, the Haddock family, the 
Correa family, the Oberkofler family, Mike Schwan-
inger, Liam Emmert, Byron Outten, Eric Gunn, 
Amelia Mitchell, Kevin Mitchell, Charlie Willis, Betty 
Sanger, Dennis Covey, Holly Jones, Seth  Willis, 
Carolyn Lane, Pauline Lane, Adele Pogue, Priscilla 

Truitt, Crystal Windsor, Steven 
Webb, Brenda ( a friend to Terri 
Tarr), Jim Saathoff, Maggie 
Hegedus, Caitlyn Bussey, Kim 
Hammond, Misti Green, Bunky 
Miller, Theresa, (co-worker of  Terri 

Tarr), Verna Calloway, Bonnie Langford, Mary 
Kelly, Doris Schwaninger, John Evans, Isabelle 
Halliday, Wyatt Ewing, Jim & Loretta Lohr, Kathy 
Spurry,  Lillian Sefcik, Judy Haddaway, Jean & 
Don Saballus, Richard Scott, Billy Harding, Anna-
bel Young, Larry Fike, Childlene Brooks, Alan Se-
gar, Bruce Butler, Pat Lewis, Lee Roesti, Grace-
Way CoB, Nancy Scheffler, Roger Plagge, John 
Nalley, Bobby Hopkins, Dee Candel, Lois Schall, 
Natalee Jones, continuous prayers for our church 
family in Nigeria, continued prayers for Comfort 
Amos, Leo Truban, Emerson Fike, Katelyn How-
ard.  Pray for leaders & people that are working 
towards peace.  Please phone or email the 
church office to add or remove persons on our 
prayer list.  

 

 

 

 

Our Deepest Sympathy 
 
Our deepest sympathy to the family of Peggy 
Oberkofler.  Peggy passed away on December 4.  
A visitation and celebration of life was held on 
Thursday, December 16, 2021 at Sunset Funeral 
Home in San Antonio, TX.  A memorial service 
was also held on December 17  at St. Matthews 
United Methodist Church, in San Antonio, TX 
78217.  
 
Our deepest sympathy to Misti Green and 
her family in the passing of her beloved 
Sarah.  Sarah passed away on December 
15.  We all loved and enjoyed seeing Sarah 
on Sunday mornings.  She will be missed 
by many!!!  
 
 
 
 
 
Camp Mardela News from Jen Summy:     
 Camp Mardela continues with their fundraiser 

of Scrip:  What is Scrip?  Buy gift cards online 
(all year long) at www.shopwithscrip.com, pay 
online and a rebate will be earned between 
2% and 16% that will immediately go towards 
Camp Mardela.  When your gift card arrives, 
use them for your everyday shopping…that 
simple.  If you would like a 
copy of the instructions, 
contact Lee Ann and she 
can mail you a copy.  See 
the updated flyer in the nar-
thex.   

 There are several copies of Camp Mardela’s 
newsletter. “The Lane” is available in the nar-
thex. 

 The annual spaghetti dinner will be held at the 
Denton Church of the Brethren on March 12, 
2022, 5:00-7:00 p.m.  All proceeds will benefit 
Camp Mardela.   

http://www.shopwithscrip.com
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1  Sean Randall-Jones, Joyce Battle, Kathy Fike, 
 Chad Allan Fike 
2   Lee Ann Fox  
4   David Fike, Lois Sanger, Edan Thomas Koenig 
5  Charles Ball, Jr. 
7 Julie Griep 
8  Liam Johnson, Shelby Wood, Robert &  
 Matthew Wooters 
10  Kathryn Ball, Lyn Banghart 
11 Larry Milburn, Dylan Seese, Garey Lee Fike, 
 Ian Young 
12  Aaron Joseph Miller, Patty Schwaninger, 
 Jenson Hagenberger 
14 Maggie Berkey 
15  Chad Fox 
16  Paula Colburn,  
 Aaron Holmes 
17  Morgan Kilmon 
18  Garrett Foreman, Terri Jo Tarr 
19  Brittyn Honeman 
20  Nathan Musch 
21  Wanda Baynard 
22 Norma Trax 
23   Misty Wood, Eric Henderson 
24  Nick Berkey, David Nalley, Jennifer Grubbs 
27  Jordan Ball 
29 Nathan Moore 
30  Tina Wooters, Lauri Glass, Brandon Miles 
31  Linda Lyons, Billy Miles, Anna Valliant  
 

 

 

 

 

 

12    Dennis & Tina Wooters 
14    Michael & Tracy Correa 
 Robert & Judy Musch  
23    Gene & Jan Hagenberger 
26 Phillip & Margie Ridenour 
27    Jimmy & Linda Mattox 

Leadership Team 
 

The Leadership Team will meet on Monday, 
January 10 at 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Special dates in January 

 New Year’s Day, January 1, 2022 
 Epiphany, January 6, 2022 
 Baptism of the Lord, January 9, 2022 
 Religious Freedom Day, January 16, 2022 
 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 17, 2022 
 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 

18-25, 2022 

Minutes from the December Leadership Team Mtg. 

 Collected $322 for TIS for Christmas gifts. 

 New carpet is needed in the parsonage 

 Dale & Norma have talked to Linda Clark about 
the Quick books for our computer. 

 Will need to choose a vice-chair in January. 

 Leadership Team will write something about build-
ing issues and then a possible survey will go out 
to members and friends of the church. 

 Christian Ed. no report.  Witness has 2 projects 
underway. Nurture Christmas decorating is done. 
Thank you to Anne Harvey for making a new red 
altar cloth for the table. Stewards installed gutter 
guards around church, repaired washer and toilet 
at rental property, Habitat is still interested in 
Dutchmans Lane property, Weeds were cleaned 
up around church.  Deacons will make arrange-
ments for Christmas Eve. 
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  1/2/2022 1/9/2022 1/16/2022 1/23/2022 1/30/2022 

Message Pastor Walt Lynn Butler Randy Bachand     

Worship 
Leader Jay Lister Mat Baynard Jane Marshall Jimmy  Lohr Sharon Miller 

Head Usher/
Sound Geoff Fox Geoff Fox Geoff Fox Geoff Fox Geoff Fox 

Deacons on 
call 

Leroy & Sharon 
Miller 

Ron & Elisa 
Miller 

John & Norma 
Trax 

Geoff & Lee 
Ann Fox 

Mat & Wanda 
Baynard 

Special Music Cheryl Dayton  Ellen Wile Amy Bachand Logan Allen 
Amy Bachand 
& Lynn Butler 

Flowers  Bruce Butler 
Robert & Judy 
Musch       
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  Love Your Neighbors!!  In light of recent pandemic metrics, please wear a mask in-
side the church regardless of vaccination status.  Thank you!!   
Let us all be vigilant. Wash your hands and socially distance. 

Pray for God’s guidance and healing. 

 
 
 

Appeal for a design for the 2022 Disaster Conference Logo 
 

Please consider using your artistic gifts to create and submit a logo that includes the title “In Step with Each 
Other” and conveys the theme scripture: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If at all possible, please use these guidelines when submitting your design: send as an email attachment, and on 
PDF or PNG format. 
The deadline is Thursday, February 17, 2022.  The Program and Arrangements team will select the logo they 
feel best conveys the theme and works the best for all uses of conference promotion and publication. The se-
lected logo and creator will be announced when the logo design is chosen.  Please email to 
aamad@brethren.org or call 443-960-3052 with any questions.   Thank you! 
 

 
2022 Mid-Atlantic Disaster Auction 

 
The patron ad sign-up sheet is located in the narthex for the 2022 Disaster 
Response Auction Booklet .  Deadline to sign-up is Sunday, February 6.  This 
year’s auction will be held on Saturday, May 7, 2022.  Look for more details in 
upcoming newsletters.    
 

Let the peace of Christ keep you in tune with each other, in step with each other.  None of 
this going off and doing your own thing. And cultivate thankfulness.  Let the Word of Christ
-the Message-have the run of the house.  Give it plenty of room in your lives. Instruct and 
direct one another using good common sense.  And sing, sing your hearts out to God!  Let 
every detail in your lives-words, actions, whatever-be done in the name of the Master, Je-
sus, thanking God the Father every step of the way. 
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FYI:  Please check the number on the top of the box of envelopes.  If the 
number matches the envelopes all is well, but if they are different,  please 
use the number on the top of the box or put your name on the envelope – 
especially if you are using cash.  Thank you.  
 

2021 Fourth Quarter 

       

Attendance 45 45 44 32  166 

  12/5/21 12/12/21 12/19/21 12/26/21 12/31/21 Totals 

Distributions             

General (06)             

Envelopes 6,195.00 1,662.00 2,201.00 1,616.00   11,674.00 

Loose Change/
Cash 0.00 1.00 22.00 0.00   23.00 

Total Before Pre-
paid Tithes 6,195.00 1,663.00 2,223.00 1,616.00   11,697.00 

              

Prepaid Tithes 675.00 675.00 675.00 675.00   2,700.00 

Dale 6,870.00 2,338.00 2,898.00 2,291.00   14,397.00 

Other Income  
(06)             

Building Use             

   Children's Re-
cital   250.00       250.00 

Dutchmans Lane 
Rent     1,200.00     1,200.00 

Harrison St. Rent 1,500.00         1,500.00 

Totals 1,500.00 250.00 1,200.00 0.00 0.00 2,950.00 

              

Special Offerings 
(07)             

Deacon Fund        1,000.00         1,000.00 

In Kind             

Witness       Tal-
bot Interfaith 
Shelter 322.00   20.00     342.00 

Miscellaneous           0.00 

Round Top     200.00     200.00 

              

Totals 2,822.00 250.00 1,420.00 0.00 0.00 4,492.00 

Totals 10,517.00 2,163.00 4,843.00 1,616.00 0.00 19,139.00 
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Ridgeway House Lunches 
 

The 1st & 3rd Fridays of each month.  For months that have five Fridays, lunches will be provided on the 1st, 
3rd, and 5th Friday.  Monetary and food donations (drink boxes, individual fruit cups, small bags of chips and 
cookies) are always welcome. 

 

NSC Food Pantry  
 

Let’s not forget that food prices keep going up!  When we pay attention to our local, national and international 
food needs, we are reminded that people suffer from food insecurity all around.  If we do not share of our bounty, 
others go hungry.  Let us give, so others may live.   Any non-perishable food items with good “best if used by” 
dates are accepted.  Consider bringing in your non-perishable items when church re-opens. 

 

Interested in Serving as Worship Leader or doing the Children's Time?  
 

We're always looking for new people to share their gifts! It doesn't take a lot of time--just a bit of preparation 
and a willingness to serve. If you would like to join this team of volunteers or want more information, please 
contact the church office or Pastor Walt.   

 
 
 

Talbot Interfaith Shelter 
 

The 2021/2022 volunteer list is available for sign-up.  Please take the time and look to see where you can spare 
a few hours of your time every other month.  Any questions, please contact Norma Trax.  Our next date is 
January 19, 2022.  If you are interested in providing a meal, please sign-up in the narthex.  Two volunteers are 
also needed for three two hour shifts (8:00-11:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. and 2:00-5:00 p.m.)  Please 
sign-up in the narthex or call the office.  Thank you.  

Neighborhood Service Center 
 

Please contact Marilyn Neal, if you are interested in volunteering at the center.  Their phone number is 410-822-
5015.   
 

  

 
 

 

 

The volunteer opportunities listed below are currently closed due to  
COVID-19.  Please keep these opportunities in mind when things re-open.  

Thank you!!!  
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